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Almost one in four European regions below 75% of the 1995 
EU average per capita GDP 
According to current estimates, 46 of the European Union's 206 NUTS 2 regions had a per capita gross 
domestic product of less than 75% of the EU average in 1995. The 46 regions were found in eight of 
the 15 Member States. They comprised seven German regions, all 13 Greek regions, eight Spanish, 
six of Portugal's seven regions, five in Italy, the four French overseas départements (1994 values), 
one in Austria (Burgenland) and two in the United Kingdom. 
Average per capita GDP in the Euro-
pean Union ECU 17 280 in 1995 
Based on the latest values for gross domestic 
product (GDP) at market prices at national level, 
preliminary calculations/estimates are now avai-
lable for per capita GDP in the regions of the 
European Union in 1995. This publication summa-
rises the results for the regions down to NUTS 2 
level. 
Current data show that per capita GDP in the 
European Union was ECU or PPS (purchasing 
power standards) 17 280 in 1995. This is an ave-
rage value, the figure varying from Member State 
to Member State: in 1995, it ranged from ECU 8 
068 for Portugal to approximately ECU 32 250 for 
Lu-xembourg, a ratio of 1 to 4. When expressed in 
terms of PPS, the values ranged from 11 367 PPS 
for Greece to around 29 000 PPS for Luxembourg, 
a ratio of 1 to 2.6. In relation to the European Union 
as a whole, per capita GDP in Greece was 66% of 
the average while that of Luxembourg was 168% 
of the average for the 15 Member States. Luxem-
bourg is the smallest Member State, and some-
what exceptional in these terms. For Belgium, with 
the second highest per capita GDP (in PPS) after 
Luxembourg, the figure was 114% of the EU ave-
rage. 
Still major differences between 
regions 
The variation in per capita GDP is greater still at 
the level of the regions. At NUTS level 1, which 
corresponds to the German Länder, for example, 
the 1995 per capita GDP values varied between 
8 556 PPS (50% of the EU average) in the Azores 
region and 33 621 PPS (195% of the EU average) 
in the Hamburg region. Closer analysis of the va-
lues for NUTS 1 regions as a whole shows a 
relatively high concentration around the EU ave-
rage: 25 out of 77 NUTS 1 regions had a per capita 
GDP in PPS that was no more than 10 percentage 
points higher or lower than the EU average. Fur-
thermore, only six NUTS 1 regions showed values 
that exceeded the EU average by more than a third. 
These regions, in declining order, were Hamburg, 
Brussels, Luxembourg, île de France, Bremen and 
Hesse. At the other end of the scale, there were 
just five NUTS 1 regions in 1995 with a per capita 
GDP of less than 60% of the EU average: the 
Greek region Central Greece, the Southern region 
of Spain, the French overseas départements (1994 
values) and the Portuguese regions of the Azores 
and Madeira. 
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If we extend the analysis to the NUTS 2 regions, 
which in France correspond to the "régions", for 
example, this does not fundamentally change the 
overall range of values for per capita GDP. It does, 
however, change the range of values within the 
Member States. Table 1 shows the range of va-
riaion within individual Member States. 
The above table shows that, in many of the Mem-
ber States, the maximum value is found in the 
capital region. The dominance of this region in 
many Member States is clear when it is compared 
to the region with the second highest value. This is 
particularly true of Belgium, France, Austria and, to 
a lesser extent, Sweden. 
Table 1 : 





























1 France without French overseas déparier nents 

































Attiki, Notio Aigaio 
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Figures for two regions almost 
identical to the EU average 
It is also interesting to note which regions are 
closest to the EU average, i.e. have a per capita 
GDP of 100% of the EU average in PPS. Table 2 
on the inside pages of this publication shows that, 
in 1995, the "typical" regions were Baleares (Spain) 
and Leicestershire/Northamptonshire (United 
Kingdom). 
Widely differing changes over time in 
individual regions 
Another aspect of particular importance is the 
change of per capita GDP over time, especially 
during the most recent period. When interpreting 
this indicator, it should be borne in mind that growth 
rates comprise not only nominal changes in GDP, 
but also changes in purchasing power parities (at 
national level) and in population (at regional level). 
A comparison of the most recent estimates for 
1994 and 1995, which are contained in the REGIO 
data bank, show that the Member States fall into 
one of three groups. The first group comprises 
Denmark, Luxembourg and Ireland. In these three 
countries, where there is no regional breakdown as 
the whole country is the NUTS 2 level, national per 
capita GDP grew by between 3.4% (Luxembourg) 
and 9.2% (Ireland) between 1994 and 1995. 
While regional growth rates are available for the 
second group, which comprises Austria, Greece 
and France, they differ from the national rates only 
because of different rates of population growth. 
This is because their GDP estimates for 1995 had 
to be made on the assumption that the regional 
structures of gross value added were unchanged 
from 1994. Average growth rates in these three 
countr ies var ied from 2.9% (Austr ia) to 
4.5% (Greece). 
The regional structures of gross value added in the 
remaining nine countries (Belgium, Germany, 
Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Finland, 
Sweden and the United Kingdom) are available for 
the years up to 1995. A comparison of the regional 
per capita GDP figures (in PPS) for 1994 and 1995 
reveals the following changes: 
Belgium's national growth rate of 2.6% was well 
below the EU average of 3.6%. The country's 
regional growth rates varied between 0.9% in 
Brussels and 4.9% in Brabant Wallon. 
The change in regional per capita GDP in Ger-
many between 1994 and 1995 was again char-
acterised by a considerable East-West divide. 
All the new Länder recorded higher growth rates 
than Germany as a whole (3.8%). The biggest 
increase was in Saxony (7.4%). This figure, like 
those for all the new Länder, was well below that 
recorded for the period 1993/94. The lowest 
figure for 1994/95 was recorded in Berlin (2.3%). 
As in 1993/94, growth in Spain was fairly evenly 
distributed among the regions. Between 1994 
and 1995, regional growth rates varied from 
2.5% in Extremadura and 5.7% in Pais Vasco. 
Unlike in the period 1993/94, the 4.2% (in PPS) 
growth rate in national per capita GDP was no 
longer below the EU average. 
Although per capita GDP growth in Italy as a 
whole (4.1%) was quite close to the average, 
there were once again wide regional differ-
ences. The biggest increase was in Friuli-
Venezia Giulia (7.0%) and the smallest in 
Sardinia (0.9%). 
The situation in the Netherlands was charac-
terised by two main features. The national in-
crease in per capita GDP in the period 1994/95 
was 6.2% in PPS terms - well above the EU 
average. There were only minor regional vari-
ations, with the exception of the regions with the 
highest and lowest growth rates, Groningen 
(8.0%) and Flevoland (1.0%). 
Portugal's per capita GDP (in PPS) increased 
broadly in line with the EU average between 
1994 and 1995. This is true both for the country 
as a whole (3.7%) and for the regions, which 
recorded growth of between 2.5% in the Azores 
and 4.8% in Centro and Alentejo. 
By far the highest growth rates in the period 
1994/95 were recorded in Finland. The national 
rate was 9.7%. The region with the highest 
growth rate was Pohjois-Suomi (13.7%). The 
low 2.1% growth recorded in Aland is a special 
case. 
The growth rate in Sweden was also above the 
average. The national increase in per capita 
GDP in PPS terms between 1994 and 1995 was 
6.5%. Regional increases varied between 4.2% 
in Sydsverige and 9.6% in Norra Mellansverige. 
While the United Kingdom experienced growth 
of 1.1% at the national level, it was the only 
Member State in the European Union with re-
gions recording negative per capita GDP growth 
between 1994 and 1995. The steepest declines 
were 1.3% in the Merseyside and Grampian 
regions. Per capita GDP rose in most other 
regions, although only moderately in many 
cases. There were exceptions to this general 
trend, however, and the region with the highest 
growth rate was Hereford & Worcester, War-
wickshire, which experienced a 5.7% increase. 
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Northumberland, Tyne and Wear 










SOUTH EAST (UK) 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire 
Berks., Bucks., Oxfordshire 
Surrey, East-West Sussex 
Essex 
Greater London 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
Kent 
SOUTH WEST (UK) 






West midlands (County) 






Clwyd, Dyfed, Gwynedd, Powys 
Gwent, Mid-S-W Glamorgan 
SCOTLAND 
Bord.-Centr.-Fife-Loth.-Tay. 
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per capita-1995 
NUTS 2 
EU-15(ECU) = 100 




Data not available 
DOM regions: 1994 
Statistical data : Eurostat 




Average for the years from 1993 to 
1995 ' 
A region's per capita GDP (in PPS) in a particular 
year can be greatly distorted by one-off factors. For 
purposes of detailed analyses or political decision-
making, therefore, it is a good idea to take a longer 
period of, say, three years. The last column in 
Table 2 shows the average per capita GDP in the 
three most recent years for which data are avai-
lable (1993 to 1995). 
A comparison of this average figure, especially with 
the per capita GDP figure for 1995, provides clues 
as to the special factors which came into play 
during the period. In fact, growth seems to have 
been fairly evenly distributed in the large majority 
of regions. As a general rule, per capita GDP in 
1995 did not differ from the average for the period 
1993-95 or, if it did, then only by a small margin (no 
more than three percentage points either way). 
There are some exceptions, however: there were 
five regions in 1995 whose per capita GDP for that 
year was four or even five percentage points above 
the average for the period 1993-95. This suggests 
a disproportionate increase in per capita GDP in 
the regions (or Member States) concerned. This 
group includes Ireland, the Italian region of Friuli-
Venezia Giulia, the Finnish region of Pohjois-
suomi and two Swedish regions, Norra 
Mellansverige and Mellersta Norrland. 
There were also two regions, both in the United 
Kingdom, whose per capita GDP in 1995 was five 
percentage points below the average for the period 
1993-95: Greater London and Grampian. This 
means that per capita production activity in these 
two regions grew by a disproportionately small 
amount compared with all the other regions under 
consideration. In absolute terms, however, these 
two regions enjoy the highest per capita G DP in the 
United Kingdom. 
The regions characterized by less than 75% of the 
EU average per capita GDP in the years 1993 to 
1995 were the same as in 1995, with the sole 
addition of the Finnish region of Itä-Suomi. Thus, 
47 of the 206 NUTS 2 regions fall into this category, 
distributed as follows: Germany (7), Greece (13), 
Spain (8), Portugal (6), Italy (5), France (4), United 
Kingdom (2), Austria (1) and Finland (1). 
Methodological notes 
1. Harmonised estimation procedure 
Estimates of regional GDP and per capita GDP are 
based on GDP data provided by the national sta-
tistical offices in accordance with the rules of the 
European System of Accounts (ESA) and pro-
cessed by Eurostat. National figures are divided up 
between the regions according to regional shares 
of national gross value added. In principle, the 
structure of gross value added at factor cost should 
be used, but in some Member States, lack of data 
means that gross value added at market prices has 
to be used. 
Ideally, estimates of GDP and per capita GDP for 
1995 should be based on the structures of gross 
value added at factor cost for that year. However, 
these data were not available for all Member States 
and regions at the time of calculation. It therefore 
had to be assumed that the structure for 1995 was 
unchanged from 1994 in the case of Austria, 
France and Greece. 
2. Interpreting the data 
GDP and thus per capita GDP are indicators of a 
country's or region's output and are thus a way of 
measuring and comparing the degree of economic 
development of countries or regions. It should be 
borne in mind that GDP is not synonymous with the 
income ultimately available to private households 
resident in a country or region. GDP or per capita 
GDP cannot therefore be used to make statements 
such as "Region A is more prosperous than region 
B". 
Commuter flows for example distort comparisons 
between countries - and particularly regions - in 
terms of per capita GDP. Some well-known exam-
ples include Luxembourg, city-states such as Ham-
burg, Bremen and Vienna, and the Province of 
Flevoland in the Netherlands. In the case of city-
states, net commuter arrivals generally mean that 
production in these regions is higher than would be 
possible with the resident working population. Con-
sequently, per capita GDP tends to overstate pro-
ductivity in these regions and understate that in the 
regions where the commuters live. One example of 
this is Flevoland, many of whose inhabitants are 
employed elsewhere. 
10 
Per capita GDP is also affected by population 
structure. All other things being equal, regions with 
a relatively high share of non-working age popula-
tion - children, pupils/students, retired or with high 
unemployment - have lower per capita GDPs than 
regions with relatively low shares of such popula-
tion groups. 
Finally, the information used to produce these GDP 
figures are subject to updating as new data are 
made available to Eurostat. 
3. Notes on the tables 
When analysing the tables, the reader should bear 
in mind the following: 
Because of the particular way in which PPS are 
worked out, the sum of GDP values in PPS for 
all regions does not tally with the corresponding 
value for EUR 15. 
The current rules for compiling national ac-
counts mean that values for France's overseas 
départements are excluded from the sums for 
France and the European Union. 
Member States are shown in bold in the tables, 
their values in bold italics, NUTS 1 regions in 
capitals and NUTS 2 regions in normal typeface. 
Further information 
- Eurostat publications 
- European System of Accounts: ESA aggregates. 
- REGIONS Statistical Yearbook 
REGIO regional database: in addition to the indicators contained in this 
publication, this Eurostat database also gives GDP estimates at NUTS 
level 3 as well as data on important ESA aggregates by economic 
branch. 
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